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STATEMENT TO BE DELIVERED BY THE DEPUTY 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND REGIONAL 

INTEGRATION, HON. THOMAS MBOMBA (MP), AT THE 

FLAG RAISING CEREMONY IN COMMEMORATION OF 

THE COMMONWEALTH DAY, 13TH MARCH, 2023. 

 

Honourable Deputy Ministers 

Hon. Members of Parliament 

Excellencies, High Commissioners and Ambassadors 

The Charge d’Affaires of the High Commission of 

Rwanda and Chair in Office 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps 

The Head of Mission of the Commonwealth Enterprise 

and Investment Council 

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my distinct pleasure and honour to warmly 

welcome you on behalf of the Honourable Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration to the 2023 

Commonwealth Day. I also extend congratulations to 

the entire Commonwealth Family on behalf of the 

Government and people of Ghana and in my own name. 

The theme for this year’s Commonwealth Day aptly 

titled, “Forging a Sustainable and peaceful common  
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future,” demonstrates the opportunity the 

Commonwealth Organisation affords us annually to  

reflect on our present challenges, consolidate our gains 

and chart a sustainable and peaceful future for our 

Commonwealth Family.  

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Ghana is a committed and active member of the 

Commonwealth, having joined the Organisation as a 

young independent nation in 1957. The country’s firm 

belief in the Organisation’s fundamental principles and 

shared values such as development, democracy and 

peace was a pull factor for joining what many at the 

time considered a club of former British Colonies. 

 

Our Commonwealth is undergoing profound 

transitions and changes, not just in leadership but in 

membership as well. We cherish the memory of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, who played an important 

symbolic and unifying role in reinforcing the links by 

which the Commonwealth unites people across the  
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globe. In the same breath we usher in a new 

dispensation with His Majesty King Charles III as the 

new Head of the Commonwealth. Undoubtedly, the 

leadership of His Majesty will witness  renewed 

solidarity and cooperation that will bring peace, hope  

and  prosperity for our peoples in the midst of immense 

global challenges. We live in a modern and expanding 

Commonwealth, and I would like to extend a sincere 

and hearty welcome to our friends -Togo and Gabon -

to the family. Our continuous expansion is a reflection 

of the value of Commonwealth membership and the 

strength of our association. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

At the Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting (CHOGM) held in Kigali in 2022, Ghana 

together with other member nations, reaffirmed their 

commitment to the common values and agreed actions 

and policies of the Commonwealth to improve the lives 

of all their citizens. CHOGM also committed to work 

to deliver a common future by connecting, innovating, 

and transforming in order to facilitate a full recovery  
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from the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, CHOGM 

committed to respond to conflicts and crises in ways 

that increase resilience and progress in delivering a 

common future, underpinned by sustainability, peace 

and prosperity, to improve the lives of all the people of 

the Commonwealth. 

 

 The Government of Ghana continues to make 

efforts towards ensuring that the commitments made at 

the CHOGM are translated into all aspects of the lives 

of the ordinary Ghanaian. For instance, Ghana 

continues to pursue a digitalization revolution, which 

uses mobile technology as a tool in resolving pressing 

challenges in our health service delivery, financial 

inclusion, agriculture sustainability, and the creation of 

a robust national identification system. Thus far, the 

digitalization initiative has promoted economic 

resilience and positioned Ghana as the preferred 

destination for foreign direct investments. Ghana has 

also implemented a revolutionary Mobile Money 

Interoperability (MMI) project, making the country one 

of the first in the world to implement a Universal QR  
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Code payment system that accommodates both bank 

accounts and mobile wallets.   

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In keeping with the climate change agenda of the 

Commonwealth, Ghana is taking steps to reduce its 

Green House Gas (GHC) emissions and climate 

adaptation in several priority sectors under its 

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). These 

include mass transit, infrastructure, land use and food 

production, energy, forest and water resources 

management. 

 

The Government has implemented two major 

interventions to urgently respond to the effects of 

climate change. These are the Ghana Cocoa Forest 

REDD+ Programme (GCFRP) mainly in the southern 

part of the country and The Ghana Shea Landscape 

Emission Reduction Programme in the Northern 

Savannah zones of Ghana. These projects aim to reduce 

deforestation and forest degradation and produce 

emission reductions by focusing on the implementation 
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of large scale, jurisdictional programs that follow 

ecological boundaries as well as to enhance the 

ecosystem whiles improving Livelihood opportunities 

for farmers, women groups and forest users in general.  

 

In line with the vision of the President of the 

Republic, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, to 

pursue an aggressive national 

afforestation/reforestation programme to restore the 

lost forest cover of Ghana and to contribute to the 

global effort to mitigate climate change, the Green 

Ghana Day was launched in 2021.  The maiden edition 

of the programme has resulted in the planting of more 

than 10 million tree seedlings across the nation.   Ghana 

will continue to put in place measures to tackle the 

phenomenon of climate change to enable the country 

achieve its Nationally Determined Contributions. This 

can be achieved by adopting real and substantiated 

emissions reduction initiatives.   
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Commonwealth Day celebration is timely 

because our countries, particularly African countries, 

are still experiencing the adverse effects of the COVID-

19 pandemic, the distant Russia-Ukraine war with a 

long reach, slow economies, rising inflation and rising 

debt burdens, disruption of supply chains and rising 

prices of commodities. As I earlier indicated, the theme, 

“Forging a Sustainable and Peaceful Common 

Future,” is significant as it amplifies the need for 

urgent coordinated global action to recover from all 

present challenges and build a resilient and prosperous 

future for all.  

 

In an effort to achieve a sustainable economy, the 

Government of Ghana will continue to persue its  

flagship programmes such as "Planting for Food and 

Jobs", "One-Village-One-Dam", and "One-District-

One-Factory", designed to decentralize industrial 

development to ensure an even and spatial spread of 

development across all districts of the country as well 

as promote industrialisation and rural development. 
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

This year has been designated as the Year of 

Youth. The Commonwealth has 1.5 billion people 

under the age of 30, which accounts for one-third 

of all young people worldwide.  

 

As such, celebrating and empowering the youth is 

critical and timely. This year marks the 50th 

anniversary of the Commonwealth Youth 

Programme's inception. The special designation of 

the Year of Youth stems from the declaration made at 

the Commonwealth Heads of Government 2022 

meeting, to empower young people, stakeholders, and 

governments to accelerate the progress on youth-

focused issues. 

 

The Government of Ghana is committed to 

ensuring that the CHOGM 2022 declarations are 

translated into policy. We recognize that the youth are 

the lifeblood of every nation. This is the reason why the  
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National Youth Authority has been mandated to focus 

on youth employment initiatives such as skills 

development and training, entrepreneurship training, 

apprenticeships, employment services, and the Youth 

in Agriculture Program to ensure that the youth are 

effectively involved in the development of our nation. 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

As we mark the 10th anniversary of the 

Commonwealth Charter, which expresses the 

commitment of member states to the development 

of free and democratic societies and the promotion 

of peace and prosperity to improve the lives of our 

Commonwealth people, there is the need to develop a 

new and effective Commonwealth strategy to address 

economic gaps and maintain our Commonwealth ideals 

in the face of rising populism. 

 

Through its membership of the Commonwealth 

Ministerial Action Group, Ghana will continue to play 

a constructive role in ensuring adherence to the 

Commonwealth's fundamental political values. Indeed, 

the government of His Excellency Nana Addo Dankwa  
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Akufo-Addo remains dedicated to enhancing 

democratic institutions, promoting peace, and 

protecting human rights. 

 

As we raise the flag of the Commonwealth today, 

let us reaffirm our commitment to forging a sustainable 

and peaceful common future. Let us work together, in 

the spirit of cooperation to build a more resilient world 

against the future. And let us also, celebrate the rich 

diversity of our Commonwealth, a community that is 

united in purpose and bound by shared values. 

I thank you for your attention. 


