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I am delighted to join and welcome you to this important meeting aimed at 

discussing spatial planning activities in the Greater Accra Region to find a lasting 

solution to the haphazard development contributing to the perennial flooding of most 

parts of the City of Accra. I wish to commend the Hon. Minister and the Ministry 

for this opportunity to discuss this very important subject. Indeed, this meeting could 

not have been held at a better time, coming on the heels of a retreat of MMDCEs 



to address concerns and challenges confronting our capital city and the urban region 

under our flagship program ‘Lets Make Greater Accra Work” agenda 

 
 

As an advocate of a well-planned and clean city, I am not oblivious of the role spatial 

planning activities can play in making the Agenda a reality. It is against this 

backdrop that all Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies must strictly 

comply with the provisions in the Land Use and Spatial Planning Act 2016, Act 925 

particularly on the issue of development permitting. 

 

Hon.Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am pleased to inform you that over the weekend I chaired a retreat with MMDCEs 

and their lawyers/legal representatives to fashion out strategies following the 

directive by H.E the President to demolish all structures on waterways causing 

flooding in our various MDAs. It is instructive to note that the meeting resolved that, 

a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) be developed to guide all MMDCEs on the 

enforcement of their bye-laws.  

It was further decided that henceforth, all permits shall be endorsed by the 

Chairperson of the Assembly’s Land Use Spatial Planning Committee ie MMDCEs. 

After all requirements and inspections have been met and approval granted by the 

Committee, MMDCEs should ensure that b o t h  t h e  H e a d s  o f  Physical 

Planning and Works endorse the permits first before they endorse them.  



However, let me sound a caution to the MMDCEs that this should not delay the 

approval system in any way as we are striving to also deliver the service in the 

shortest possible time. This we believe with other interventions will go a long way 

in addressing the bottlenecks in our development permitting system. 

 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

We at the Regional Co-ordinating Council will continue to welcome policy 

direction, suggestions and ideas to improve spatial planning activities in the 

development agenda of the urban region. 

On this note, I wish to welcome you all once again to this meeting and urge you to 

make meaningful contributions to the discussions. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
 


